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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 



claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-27, 29-37, 39-46, and 48-56, in view of the 
following. 



relevance among at least separately created documents, comprising; 

a detector detecting relevance among the separately created - documents: and 
a locator locating a timewise latest document related to a document selected based on 
detected relevance information, 

wherein the documents are electronic mail (emails) , and the relevance information 
detected by the detector Is -includes an email exchange history ofa tho oloGtronic mail branching 
of separat e emails from a first email, with the branching of emails including at least two distinct 
time-wise non-seouen tial emails branching from the first email on a same branch of the 
branching of emails and/or at least two distinct time-wise sequential emails branching from the 
first email on different branches of the branching of emails . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cClaim 1 , wherein the 
documents have header information, and the detector detects the relevance among the 
documents based on the header information. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 2, wherein the 
detector detects a timewise order of the documents based on time information in the header 
information of each of the documents and outputs the relevance information including at least a 
timewise order. 

4i (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 1 , further 
comprising a display unit for displaying contents of the document located by the locator. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 4, wherein the 



below show added text with underlining and deleted text with 



l The status of each 



1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) 



A related documents processing devic e, associating 
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display unit displays the relevance among the documents as a tree view based on the relevance 
information detected by the detector 



specific document selected among the documents displayed as a tree view by the display unit is 
processed as the selected document at the locator. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 2, wherein the 
detector detects a branched state between documents based on an ID noted in the header 
information according to a uniqueness rule in each of the documents and outputs the relevance 
information including at least the detected branched state. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 5, wherein the 
detector detects a branched state between documents based on an ID noted in the header 
information according to a uniqueness rule in each of the documents and outputs the relevance 
information including at least the detected branched state, and the display unit displays the 
relevance among the documents including the detected branched state as a tree view. 

9. (CANCELED) 

1 0. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 1 , wherein a 
timewise latest electronic mail located by the locator is subjected to a return mail processing. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A related documents processing devic e, associating 
relevance a mong at least separately created documents, character i z e d - i n th a t it mmpriajngea: 

a detector detecting relevance among the separately created- documents; and 

a document editor parsing an overlapped portion among related documents based on 

detected relevance information and for merging the documents with the overlapped portion 

eliminated, 

wherein the documents are electronic mai l (emails) , and the relevance information 
detected by the detector is -includes an email exchange history of th e e lectronic mail a branching 
of separate emails from a first email, with the branching of emails including at least two distinct 
time-wise non-sequential emails branching from the first email on a same branch of the 
branching of emails and /or at least two distinct time-wise seouential emails branching from the 



8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) 



The device according to cGlaim 5, wherein a 
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first email on different branches of the branching of emails . 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 11, wherein the 
document editor merges the documents according to an order of the related documents. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 11, wherein the 
documents have header information, and the detector detects the relevance among the 
documents based on the header information. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 13, wherein the 
detector detects a timewise order of the documents based on time information in the header 
information of each of the documents and outputs the relevance information including at least 
the timewise order. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGfaim 11, further 
comprising a display unit for displaying the relevance among the documents as a tree view 
based on the relevance information detected by the detector. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 15, wherein the 
document editor merges documents, including a document selected among the documents 
displayed as a tree view by the display unit up to a timewise latest document related to the 
selected document, and the display unit displays the merged document 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to fiGlaim 1 3, wherein the 
detector detects a branched state between documents based on an ID noted in the header 
information according to a uniqueness rule in each of the documents and outputs the relevance 
information including at least the detected branched state. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to cGlaim 15, wherein the 
detector detects a branched state between documents based on an ID noted in the header 
information according to a uniqueness rule in each of the documents and outputs the relevance 
information including at least the detected branched state, and the display unit displays the 
relevance among the documents including the detected branched state as a tree view. 
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19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable recording medium hav i ng 
acomprisino computer readable code program rooodod th e reon, th e- prooram mako st o control a 
computer function go t o perform a method of related documents processing to associate 
relevance among at least separately created documents, the method comprising : 

a detector detecting relevance among the separately created - documents: and 
a l ocator locating a timewise latest document related to a document selected based on 
detected relevance information, 

wherein the documents are efectronic mail (emails), and the relevance information 
d e t e ct e d by - thCHte te€te* ^nclude^ an email exchange history of th e e l e otron i o - ma iJ a branching 
of separ ate emails from a first email, with the branching of emails including at least two distinct 
time-wise non-seauential emails branching from the first email on a same branch of the 
branching of emails and/or at least two distinct time-wise sequential emails branching from the 
first email on different branches of the branching of emails . 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 20, 
wherein the documents have header information, and the d e t e ctor detecting of the relevance 
includesdetectinfls the relevance among the documents based on the header information. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 21, 
wherein the detector detecting of the relevance includes d etectings a timewise order of the 
documents based on time information in the header information of each of the documents and 
outpu tino outputtmos the relevance information including at least the timewise order. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 20, 
wh e r e in th e program further mgkeo the comput e r function as a - disp ta v - unit fo r for the method 
further comprising displaying contents of the located documen t located by tho l ocator . 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 23, 
whoro i n tho disp l ay uni tt he method further comprising dissavings the relevance among the 
documents as a tree view based on the_-relevance information det e ct e d by th e detector 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 24, 
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wherein a specific document selected among the documents displayed as a tree view by th e 
display un i t - i s processed as the selected document at-inthe locating of the timewise latest 
documentte eatef. 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 21, 
wherein the d e tector - detecting of the relevance further comprises detectings a branched state 
between documents based on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness 
rule in each of the documents and outputtings the relevance information including at least the 
detected branched state. 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 24, 
wherein the detecting of the relevance further comprise sd etoctor detectings a branched state 
between documents based on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness 
rule in each of the documents and outputtings the relevance information including at least the 
detected branched state, and the displaying w i t d is p l ays t he relevance among the documents 
including the detected branched state as a tree view. 



28, (CANCELED) 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 208, 



return mail processing. 

30, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable recording medium having a 
program r e ooded - t h oroon, tho program making comprising computer readable code to control a 



relevance among at least separately created documents, the method comprising : 

a d e t e ctor detecting relevance among the separately created - documents: and 

a docum e nt e dito f-parsing an overlapped portion among related documents based on 

detected relevance information and merging the documents with the overlapped portion 

eliminated, 

wherein the documents are electronic mail (emails) , and the relevance information 
detected by tho - dotoctor i s includes a n emaij exchange history of a branching of separate emails 
from a first email, with the branching of emails including at least two distinct time-wfse non- 



wherein a -the located t imewise latest electronic mail 




is subjected to a 



computer function as to perform a method of related documents processing to associate 
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sequential emails branching from the first email on a same branch of the branching of emails 
and/or at least two dis tinct time-wise sequential emails branching from the first email on different 
branches of the branching of emails t ho o l octronio ma il. 

31. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 30, 
wherein the documont odito rm erging comprises mergingee the documents according to an order 
of the related documents. 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 30 ( 
wherein the documents have header information, and the detecting of the relevance 
c pmprisesd e t e rtor v detectings the relevance among the documents based on the header 
information, 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to oGlairn 32, 
wherein the d e toctor detecting of the relevance comprises d etectings a timewise order of the 
documents based on time information in the header information of each of the documents and 
outputtings the relevance information including at least a timewise order. 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 30, 
whefeifl-the method furt her comprising program further mokoo tho computer function - oso 
display unit for displaying the relevance among the documents as a tree view based on the 
relevance information-de t e ct e d by th e detoctof. 

35. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 34, 
wherein the docum e nt editor mergjnges dooumento ^comprises merging inc l uding a document 
selected among the documents displayed as a tree view by tho d i sp la y unit and up to a timewise 
latest document related to the selected document, andwith the disp l ay un i t displa ying* further 
comprising displaying t he merged document. 

36. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGlaim 32 f 
wherein the de t e ctor detecting of the relevance comprises detectings a branched state between 
documents based on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness rule in 
each of the documents and outputgnge the relevance information including at least the detected 
branched state. 
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37. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The recording medium according to cGIaim 34, 
wherein the det e ctor detecting of the relevance comprises d etectings a branched state between 



documents based on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness rule in 
each of the documents and outputtings the relevance information including at least the detected 
branched state, ao dwith the displaying further comprising foe- d is pl a y unit displaying^ the 
relevance among the documents including the detected branched state as a tree view. 

38. (CANCELED) 

39. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for processing related documents,, 
associating relevance among at least separately created documents , which comprises: 

q dotootlng otop of -detecting relevance among the separately created documents; and 



based on detected relevance information, 

wherein the documents are electronic mail (emails) , and the relevance information 
detected by the detecting step includes an email exchange history of th e e l e ctronic maila 
branching of separate emails from a first email, with the branching of emails including at least 
two distinct time-wise n on-seouentia] emails branching from the first email on a same branch of 
the branching of ema ils and/or at least two distinct time-wise seouential emails branching from 
the first email on different branches of the branching of emails . 

40. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGIaim 39, wherein the 
documents have header information, and the detecting of the relevance stop inc l udes comprises 
detecting the relevance among the documents based on the header information. 

41. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGIaim 40, wherein the 
detecting stop indudo o of the relevance comprises detecting a timewise order of the documents 
based on time information in the header information of each of the documents and outputting the 
relevance information including at least a timewise order. 

42. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGIaim 39, wherein t he 
locating stee -of the timewise la t est document fo efades -comprises a disp l aying st e p of displaying 
contents of the located document. 




locating a timewise latest document related to a document selected 
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43. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 42, wherein the 
displaying st e p inoludo s -comDrises d isplaying the relevance among the documents as a tree 
view based on the relevance information d e t e ct e d by tho detecting stop . 

44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 43, wherein the 
locating stop includoc of the timewise document further comprises processing a specific 
document as the selected document, the specific document selected among the documents 
displayed as a tree vie w by the d i splaying otop . 

45. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 40, wherein the 
detecting stes -of the relevance comprises i no l ud e s detecting a branched state between 
documents based on an ID noted In the header information according to a uniqueness nite in 
each of the documents and outputting the relevance information including at least the detected 
branched state. 

46. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cdaim 43, wherein the 
detecting etop includo o of the relevance comprises a branched state between documents based 
on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness rule in each of the 
documents and outputting the relevance information including at least the detected branched 
state, and -with the displaying the displaying stop includo of urther comprising displaying the 
relevance among the documents including the detected branched state as a tree view. 

47. (CANCELED) 

48. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 40?, wherein a-the 
tocatedtimewise latest electronic mail booted by the locating etop is subjected to a return mail 
processing. 

49. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for processing related documents, 
associatin g relevance among at least separately created documents, - whteh-compriseinos: 

a detocting step of detecting relevance among the separately created documents; and 
a m e rging step of parsing an overlapped portion among related documents based on 
detected relevance information and merging the documents with the overlapped portion 
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eliminated, 

wherein the documents are electronic mail (emails) , and the relevance information 
detected by th e d e t e ct i ng step -is an email exchange history of tho electronic ma il a branching of 
separate emails from a first email, with the branching of emails including at least two distinct 
time-wise non-sequential emails branching from the first email on a same branch of the 
branching of emails and/or at least two distinct time-wise sequential emails branching from the 
first email on different branches of the branching of emails . 

50. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 49, wherein the 
merging step -comprises i nokid es-merging the documents according to an order of the related 
documents. 

51 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 49, wherein the 
documents have header information, and the detecting of the relevance comprisesd etooting ctop 
moludco - j Jetecting the relevance among the documents based on the header information. 

52. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 51 , wherein the 
detecting of the relevance comDrisesrirtfWiri q rtnp i nHu H n c detecting a timewise order of the 
documents based on time information in the header information of each of the documents and 
outputting the relevance information including at least the timewise order. 

53. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 49, wherein the 
detecting of the relevance comprises gtete ctinq step tnHi . Hfng displaying the relevance among 
the documents as a tree view based on the detected relevance information. 

54. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 53, wherein the 
merging stefi -comprises includ OG merging dooumnntn, inr . hir)rng a document selected among the 
documents displayed as a tree view up to a timewise latest document related to the selected 
document, and -with t he displaying st e p i no l udo sfurther comprising displaying the merged 
document. 

55. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to oGlaim 51, wherein the 
detecting step -of the relevance comprises te s tude s detecting a branched state between 
documents based on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness rule in 
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each of the documents and outputting the relevance information including at least the detected 
branched state. 

56. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to cGlaim 53, wherein the 
detecting step -of the relevance includoo comprises detecting a branched state between 
documents based on an ID noted in the header information according to a uniqueness rule in 
each of the documents and outputting the relevance information including at least the detected 
branched state, and ^with t he displaying st e p includo e f urther comprisinp displaying the relevance 
among the documents including the detected branched state as a tree view. 

57, (CANCELED) 
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